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of Guru Nanak Sahib. I would like to thank
everyone involved for their hospitality. How-
ever, some Sikh pilgrims from Punjab who
tried to attend this important religious
event were not so cordially treated. A major-
ity of the Sikhs were stopped at the Attari
railway station on the border by 6000 police
with lathis. 3200 pilgrims were beaten by the
police and tear gas was used. Only 800 were
allowed to visit Nankana Sahib. It was very
clear to the Sikhs that the Indian govern-
ment does not want Sikhs to visit Guru
Nanak’s birthplace. These Sikhs from Pun-
jab realize that they need a free and inde-
pendent Khalistan so that no one can ever
again stop them from participating in the
birthday celebration of Guru Nanak in
Nankana Sahib.

This harassment of Sikhs shows us again
that we need a sovereign, independent
Khalistan to visit our holy shrines, to pro-
tect our rights, our security, and our dig-
nity. Under Indian rule, Sikhs are not even
allowed to visit Guru Nanak’s birthplace to
celebrate his birthday. Sikhs are slaves
under Indian rule. As long as India continues
to occupy our homeland, our slavery will
continue. There is only one solution: a sov-
ereign, free, and independent Khalistan. Only
in a free Khalistan can Sikhs live in free-
dom, dignity, prosperity, and peace. Without
political power, nations perish. Professor
Darshan Singh Ragi, former Jathedar of the
Akal Takht, said, “If a Sikh is not a
Khalistani, he is not a Sikh.”” We must re-
claim our lost sovereignty. If the BJP wants
Hindu Raj, then why does it object to Khalsa
Raj?

'I!he Sikh Nation is sovereign and ruled
Punjab up to 1849 when the British took
over. Punjab was recognized by most of the
world’s major powers at that time. It was a
truly democratic, truly secular state, rule of
the Punjabis, by the Punjabis, for the
Punjabis. Maharajah Ranjit Singh had Mus-
lims and Hindus in his cabinet and among
his generals. Under his rule, religious shrines
of all religions were built, with his support.
This is the kind of state that India claims to
be, but is not. Behind the pretense of secular
democracy, India is a Hindu theocratic state
that oppresses Sikhs, Christians, Muslims,
and others.

The Sikhs outside India are Khalistanis.
They are the ones who will free Khalistan.
The present Akali leadership is under Indian
government control. India will only allow
Akali leaders to come out of India if they toe
the line of the Indian government. These
Akali leaders are not welcome in foreign
countries.

None of the political parties will lead Pun-
jab, Khalistan to freedom. The Shiromani
Akali Dal, under the leadership of Chief Min-
ister Badal, is in political coalition with the
militant Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), which is part of the RSS, an or-
ganization founded in support of Fascism.
Badal has not even kept the modest promises
that he made to get elected: to free the polit-
ical prisoners and to hold police officers re-
sponsible for their actions in the genocide
against the Sikh Nation. Gurcharan Singh
Tohra, leader of the All-India Akali Dal,
worked with the Indian government prior to
the attack on the Golden Temple and surren-
dered to the Indian forces when they came
into the Sikh Nation’s holiest shrine.
Simranjit Singh Mann was elected to Par-
liament with the support of Badal after
promising not to mention Khalistan. At the
Sikh Day Parade in New York, Mann would
not join in when the crowd chanted
“Khalistan Zinbabad.” Even U.S. Congress-
man Major Owens joined in. Yet Mann would
not do so. This revealed his true colors. In
1989, he wrote to the Chief Justice of India
pledging his support for India’s constitution
and territorial integrity.
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The Congress Party is no better. It is the
party that conducted the invasion and dese-
cration of the Golden Temple. Recently,
former Prime Minister Chandra Shekhar
said that there is no difference between the
BJP and Congress, and he is right.

India’s genocide against the Sikh Nation
highlights the problem the Sikh Nation faces
without our own raj. The Indian government
continues its effort to try to wipe the Sikh
religion out of existence. A free Khalistan is
essential for the survival of the Sikh Nation.

There are still 50,000 Sikhs rotting in In-
dian jails without charge or trial. Yet the
Sikh leaders have remained silent. Accord-
ing The Politics of Genocide by Inderjit Singh
Jaijee, over 250,000 Sikhs have been mur-
dered at the hands of the Indian government
according to the Punjab State Magistracy,
yet the Sikh leadership remains silent. Why
can’t they start a Shantmai Morcha to free
the Sikh political prisoners?

The massacre of 35 Sikhs in Chithi
Singhpora shows that without sovereignty,
the Indian oppression of the Sikh Nation will
continue. Two exhaustive investigations
have proven that the Indian government is
responsible for this massacre. Now the In-
dian government has even admitted that the
alleged militants they killed were innocent.
This atrocity underlines the need for a sov-
ereign, independent Khalistan. The Indian
government has demonstrated that it can
conduct massacres of Sikhs whenever and
wherever it wants. The Khalsa Panth must
answer this wake-up call and free Khalistan.

Punjab is a police state. None of the polit-
ical parties will bring us Khalistan. If we do
not show courage and liberate Khalistan, the
coming generations of Sikhs will also live in
slavery. They will not forgive us if we do not
liberate our homeland.

In Panjab, they will not procure your rice
crop. Farmers are forced to buy fertilizer at
extremely high prices; then the government
buys up all their produce at artificially low
prices to keep the farmers poor even though
Panjab, with just two percent of the popu-
lation, produces over 60 percent of India’s
wheat and rice reserves. The farmers of Pun-
jab should not have to live that way. In a
free Khalistan, we can sell our produce any-
where in the world to maximize our profit.
We will not have to have our water diverted
to non-riparian states. Free Khalistan will
bring economic prosperity for the farmers of
Punjab in particular and other Punjabis in
general. Indian rule only means economic
deprivation and slavery.

India claims that it is a democracy, but
there is more to democracy than elections.
Democracies don’t commit genocide. If India
is a democracy, then why won’t it allow the
people of Punjab, Khalistan, Kashmir, and
the other minority nations it occupies to
vote on their political status in a free and
fair plebiscite?

India is very unstable. India is on the verge
of disintegration. It will disintegrate by the
year 2010. Kashmir is going to be free from
Indian control soon. As soon as Kashmir is
free, Khalistan will follow it. The only way
to escape Indian slavery is to liberate
Khalistan. New Sikh leadership must emerge
to free the Sikh Nation. They should demand
self-determination. They should raise the
slogan ‘“‘India Quit Khalistan” and start
Shantmai Morcha until we achieve freedom.
We have now seen how the India government
controls Sikh institutions and the entire
Sikh leadership in Punjab.

Unless the Sikh Nation brings back the
Sikh spirit and fight for truth and justice as
practiced by Guru Nanak, the Khalsa Panth
will not prosper. Remember Guru required
the Khalsa to remove evil. Only in a free
Khalistan will Sikhs be able to live as re-
quired by the Guru. Only in a free Khalistan
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can the Sikh religion flourish. Only then can
the Sikh Nation finally enjoy the glow of
freedom that is our birthright. Let us join
hands to accomplish our goal of a free
Khalistan by 2010.

Khalsa Ji, the responsibility is ours. We
must start a Khalsa Raj Party and begin a
Shantmai Morcha to liberate Khalistan. We
must stop supporting leaders who are under
the control of the brutal Indian government.
We must remember our heritage, ‘“Khalsa
Bagi Yan Badshah.”” Let us commit ourselves
to liberate Khalistan and control our own
destiny so that the Sikh Nation can flourish
and prosper. Support only those new leaders
who are honest, dedicated, fearless, and com-
mitted to freedom for Khalistan. Any other
course is support for keeping the Khalsa
Panth in slavery.

Sincerely,
DR. GURMIT SINGH AULAKH,
President,
Council of Khalistan.
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Mr. HANSEN. Mr. Speaker, | am pleased
today to pay special tribute to a gentleman
whom |—and many of my colleagues—knew
and respected for many years. Our good
friend Allan Howe (D-Utah) passed away
today, December 14, 2000, after a valiant
struggle with heart disease. Some of you may
recall Allan from his service in the U.S. House
of Representatives from 1975-77. Earlier this
year, Allan retired from his position as Wash-
ington Representative for the National Park
Hospitality Association after decades of valu-
able service. At NPHA, Allan worked tirelessly
to make sure that we in the Congress under-
stood the concerns of the many businesses,
large and small, that work as partners in serv-
ing the millions of visitors to our National
Parks. We are grateful for those efforts. We
also salute his years of public service, starting
back home in Utah, where he worked as a
city, county and state attorney, as Executive
Director of the four Corners Regional Develop-
ment Commission, and as an aide to the gov-
ernor. Here on Capitol Hill he served the peo-
ple of Utah as well, as an administrative as-
sistant to Senator Frank Moss, and then as a
Member of Congress himself, serving on what
are now the Resources and Transportation
and Infrastructure Committees. After leaving
the Congress, he remained in Washington and
worked on a variety of important issues, in-
cluding solar energy, prior to focusing on Na-
tional Park matters.

Allan’s career was marked by a deep love
of this country and a strong appreciation of its
magnificent natural wonders, both nurtured
from his earliest days as a boy in Utah. That
love of country and the great outdoors served
him and the people of this country very well
for very many years. So, thank you, Allan, and
Godspeed.
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